	[image: image1.jpg]\H
’3\ y, Eurofleets
i\




	Transmitting beneficiary logo


The EUROFLEETS  European project:

A first step towards a wider coordination within national research fleets in Europe

In presence of Hervé Pero, representing the European Commission, and of a representative of the French Minister of Higher Education and Research, the EUROFLEETS  Project has been launched recently at Cite des Sciences et de l’Industrie (Paris, 22nd to 24th of  September 2009) during a meeting aggregating about 100 scientists and fleet operators.

24 partners, research institutes or fleet managing structures, from 16 member states of the European Union or associated countries to it, form the EUROFLEETS project whose main objective is to develop the coordination within European research fleets.

Under coordination of Ifremer, this project will allow networking of European vessels, underwater vehicles and embarked equipment, the reception of European scientific teams on board modern research vessels and common technological development of software and innovating sensors.

This Project is planned for the next four years and benefits from an important funding granted by the European Commission (7.2 M€ on a total amount of 9 M€).

Claudie Haigneré, Chairperson of Cité des Sciences and former French Minister for Research and European Affairs, pointed out during her welcome address the interests for European scientists for the EUROFLEETS project, hoping for it the success of European Space Agency.

During the same meeting, Jean-Yves Perrot, Chairman and CEO of Ifremer, concluded that EUROFLEETS illustrates the necessary networking efforts within European scientific communities to respond to major present and future challenges. 

A favorable context

Despite the development of satellites and autonomous buoys, oceanographic vessels and underwater vehicles remain essential means to acquire scientific data essential for the progress of ocean  knowledge. These infrastructures represent 40 to 50% of the cost of research in marine sciences

An operational group dedicated to ship time exchange, named OFEG for Ocean Facilities Exchange Group, is already functioning within operators of 6 European countries (France, Germany, Netherlands, Norway, Spain, United Kingdom) and allows optimized use of vessels and associated equipment.

The launching of the 7th Framework program and particularly of its I3 (Integrated Infrastructure Initiative) tool to optimize the usage and the development of worldwide scale research infrastructures constituted an opportunity to strengthen wide-ranging partnership.

EUROFLEETS proposal

Ifremer has taken the initiative in April 2007 to propose the EUROFLEETS project to European fleet operators and scientists.

The project was submitted to the European Commission on 28th February 2008. It brings together 24 Institutes representing 16 countries, member states or associated countries: Belgium (2), Bulgaria (1), Estonia (1), France (2), Germany (3), Greece (1), Ireland (1), Italy (2), Netherlands (2 with 1 PME), Norway (1), Poland (1), Portugal (2), Romania (1), Spain (2), United Kingdom (1), Turkey (1).

The EUROFLEETS proposal covers 3 aspects :

Networking Activity in which working groups (specification, training and information) will meet to strengthen the coordination within research fleets:

· Shared strategic vision (future investments)

· Eco-responsibility (guidelines of good practices) and environment friendly research vessels 

· Interoperability and operational progress

· European peer review of cruise projects and harmonization proposals

· Training and education

· Dissemination and exploitation

Trans National Access

in order to welcome on board vessels with performing equipment. Will be so opened under European calls :

· 5 Ocean large vessels with underwater vehicles and embarked equipment of international class (seismics or long coring),

· 14 Regional vessels, carrying out cruises in 6 European eco regions.

Joint Research Activity

to modernize infrastructure or service regarding:

· innovating software, and on board data processing

· interoperable sensors to equip European underwater vehicles.

Contact :

Jacques Binot, EUROFLEETS Coordinator

Tel : + 33 1 46 48 22 01

Fax : + 33 1 46 48 22 76

E-mail : Jacques.Binot@ifremer.fr
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