
Arctic Science Summit Week

The ASSW is a collaborative effort between: 
•	 Arctic Ocean Sciences Board (AOSB) 
•	 European Polar Board (EPB)
•	 Forum of Arctic Research Operators (FARO)  
•	 International Arctic Sciences Committee  		
	 (IASC)
•	 International Arctic Social Sciences 
	 Association (IASSA)
•	 Pacific Arctic Group (PAG)
•	 Ny-Ålesund Science Managers Committee 
	 (Ny-SMAC)

The purpose of the summit is to provide opportunities 
for international coordination, collaboration and 
cooperation in all areas of Arctic science and to 
combine science and management meetings. The ASSW 
also offers insight into Arctic research undertaken by 
the host country. Side meetings organized by other 
groups with interests in Arctic science and policy will 
take place at the same time.

For the first time, the ASSW will include not only 
annual meetings of the Arctic organizations, but also 
an international symposium. The symposium will take 
place on March 24–26.  Annual meetings are scheduled 
to take place March 22–23 and March 27–28.  For more 
information on the annual meetings, visit the websites 
of the individual organizations.

Symposium on

ARCTIC CONNECTIONS: 

Results of 150 years of research

24–26 March 2009, Bergen – Norway

Theme sessions:
Sea Ice Changes and the impacts on Biodiversity and 
Human Communities

Arctic Climate Variability – Past to Future

The Role of the Arctic in the Global Change Process

Evolution of Arctic Ecosystems in a Warming World

Indigenous Cultures – Past to Future

Coastal waters as a Link Between Land and Sea in the 
Arctic

Risks to Human Health from Arctic migratory animals

History of Arctic Science 

A complete description of each session is found at the 
website: www.imr.no/assw2009.  

Organisation of the meeting

The first day of the symposium will have eight invited 
speakers, one for each of the theme sessions. During 
the second and third day, there will be four parallel 
sessions. All speakers will be allotted 20 minutes for 
presentation including questions.

Convenors

Louwrens Hacquebord
Arctic Centre, University of Groningen
The Netherlands (IASC)

Harald Loeng
Institute of Marine Research
Bergen, Norway (AOSB)

Scientific Steering Committee

Jenny Baeseman (USA)                           
Martin Bergmann (Canada)                         
John Calder (USA)                                  
Hajime Ito (Japan)                                   
Hugues Lantuit (Germany)                          
Joan Nymand Larsen (Iceland)		    
Asgeir Sorteberg (Norway)		         
Jörn Thiede (Germany) 			        
Sara Bowden (AOSB, ex-officio)            
Volker Rachold (IASC, ex-officio)



Local organising committee

Harald Loeng

E-mail: harald.loeng@imr.no       
Phone: +47 55 23 84 66

Elen Hals

E-mail: elen.hals@imr.no

Tordis Lerøen

E-mail: tordis.leroen@bjerknes.uib.no 

Asgeir Sorteberg 

E-mail: asgeir.sorteberg@bjerknes.uib.no 

Kari Østervold Toft

E-mail: karit@imr.no 

Submission of abstracts

Please consult the ASSW website for submission of 
abstracts: www.imr.no/assw2009  

Venue

The venue will be Scandic Bergen City Conference 
Centre, situated in the heart of Bergen 
(www.scandichotels.com/en/Hotels/Countries/Norway/
Bergen/Hotels/Scandic-Bergen-City) 

Registration

Please consult the ASSW website for registration 
details: www.imr.no/assw2009

Key Dates

15 Nov 2008: 	 Abstract submission deadline

15 Nov 2008: 	 Early registration deadline

1 Jan 2009: 	 Abstract acceptance notification

24–26 Mar 2009:	 Symposium
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